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HOW TO LIVE IN A CHANGING WORLD
Heb. 13:8

The greatest change in human history occurred about 2005

years ago. Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem. It was the best

change in human history. The angels sang and the shepherds

rejoiced and the wise men worshipped Him. Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year.

But I find it hard to say Happy New Year this year. Just

before the New Year, less than three weeks ago, on the day we were

to celebrate the birth of that baby, Jesus, you and I watched on

our television screens perhaps the greatest natural calamity and

single human catastrophe in the history of the world. A tsunami , an

undersea earthquake off the coast of Indonesia, sent a killer waves

35 feet high racing north and east at 200 miles an hour. It

drowned and destroyed the beaches and coasts of 11 different

countries. It was a Christmas sight we will wish we had never seen

but we will never forget it.

What a difference between the two Christmases. In one,

a baby was born and the angels sang, with great joy, "A Savior is

born for all the world." But our Christmas, two millennia later

was tragedy. More of the world was crushed and wiped out in one

day on our Christmas than any human beings have ever watched in

history before. And I find it hard to say Happy New Year.

But I am going to wish you a Happy New Year. We forget

too easily that history has always been a see-saw, up-and down sort

of thing. Have you forgotten what happened in Bethlehem after all

the Christmas Hallelujahs? 100 babies were killed by King Herod

trying to find and kill the little Jesus. That was not a Happy New

Year

.

How can we live in such a see-saw, up-and-down world?

The best answer I know is, don't forget Christmas , the real

Christmas, not the world's Christmas, but Christ's Christmas. In

Christian history, the birth of Jesus cancels out the demons of



even the worst of any New Year. My text for that faith was one of

my father's favorite Bible verses. It is from the Letter to the

Hebrews, 13:8: "Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and

forever.". What that verse says, and what it means is what I

constantly have to remind myself of in this see-saw world. It is

this: Don't forget Christmas! The world changes. But Christ does

not No new year can ever cancel Christmas. God will always be in

control

.

[ [ How the world has changed since my father reached Korea as a
missionary in 1890, more than a hundred years ago. How much the
world and Korea and the church and we all have changed in those
hundred years. It has been a century of the most radical and most
sweeping changes in all of human history.

Scientists tell us that in just the last sixty years,
since the atom was first split in 1940, to today, human history has
advanced as far as it did from the day man first discovered how to
make fire to the day of the first steam locomotive. (Xn. Century,
11/19/47, updated) . Since then, the jet engine, the landing on the
moon, television, atomic energy, DNA and its secrets of genetics-

-

the list goes on and on. And yet in the midst of all the excitement
and encouragement of these changes]

]

But first let me warn you not to make too much of a

contrast between this changing world, and the Christian's

unchanging Christ. It is not a negative contrast. A decision for

Jesus Christ and faith in Him, is not a decision against change.

We do not have to choose one or the other. We can

welcome all that is good in this sometimes exciting sometimes

terrifying world of change. We do not have to live in the prison

of the past. We do not have to live in a separate dreary,

unexciting Christian world where nothing must ever change, and

where we must always follow the same old tired patterns of the life

we inherited from our ancestors. Nor must we accept all the

disasters to people we don't know, and go on as if nothing has

happened. Nothing could be farther from the truth. The Christian

faith does not put the past against the future, the status quo

against progress and change. In fact, one of the very first

criticisms levelled against those early Christians was that they

were too revolutionary, that they were changing things too fast.

They were called "the people who turn the world upside down". No,



the Christian faith is not against change. It freely and happily

accepts the fact that the world does change, and has to change. And

it goes on to accept responsibility for setting out make the

changes it for the better, not the worse.

So let me today suggest three points concerning the

Christian attitude toward change:

1. Change is a fact of life. The Christian welcomes it.
2. But change in itself is neutral. It can go either way,

good or bad.
3. Some things do not and must not change, and the

Christian must know the difference between what
should be changed and what should not. And that may
demand a change in us Christians.

I. My first point is that change is a fact of life. The

Christian does not resent change; he does not retreat from it.

Whether we like it or not, the world is going to keep on changing.

If you do not believe that there is one hard statistic you had

better remember. Every year there are 80 million more people in

this world than the year before, and believe me that does make a

difference. That is one reason this terrible tsunami was so

horrible. It occurred just where the world's population is

increasing fastest. That is what made it the greatest single

humanitarian challenge we have ever faced. But I am not going to

stop saying "Happy New Year" . Why? Because I have not forgotten

Christmas, because Jesus, who "is the same yesterday, today and

forever", is my Savior. He came to save this whole world, but

first he changes anyone who will follow Him, his disciples.

[[ I know He can do it. If you do not believe that, look at
the city of Seoul. When my father first saw Seoul a hundred years
ago, there were tigers in the hills outside the city walls. Once
in a while a courier carrying mail out to where Yonsei and Ewha
Universities now stand was carried off and eaten by a tiger. Today
there are no tigers in Seoul's hills, just high-rise apartments.
Back then when my father first came into Seoul from Mapo through
the old West Gate, the entire population of the was about 150,000
people. Today just the annual increase of Seoul's population is
greater than that. There were a little over 50 westerners in Seoul
then, mostly European diplomats, and the tallest commercial
buildings in town were a row of long warehouses, two stories high
near the Posingak bell which still marks the center of the city.
There were almost no women in the streets in those days. But at
eight o'clock in the evening the great bell sounded and from then
until midnight the streets were reserved for the women and the men



had to stay out of sight
In 1890 there were only between 100 and 200 baptized

Protestants in the whole peninsula, north and south. There were
only two little organized churches, one Presbyterian, one
Methodist. A white curtain down the middle of the sanctuary
separated the men from the women at worship, and when the first
woman convert asked to be baptized, nobody knew quite how to do it.
For a man to touch a woman, not his wife, in public was out of the
question. This is how they finally did it. They cut a round hole
in the curtain, and the woman brought the top of her head up to the
hole on one side of the curtain, and the missionary on the other
side dipped his hand in the water and baptized the hair on top of
her head!

That was the way things were back in 1890. How things have
changed! And they will keep on changing. 15 years ago scientists
told us that in the year 2000, Korea, north and south, would have
a population of 100 million, and Seoul would have ten million
people. Here it is only 1990 and Seoul already has 10 million
people. Change rushes in on us much faster than we expect
sometimes . ]

]

That kind of change can rush in on us as fast and

silently as a tsunami . The killer wave is a surface change.

Terrible and savage, yes, but temporary. The deeper revolution of

change in our generation is not limited to earthquakes in Asia.

The real revolution is human and cultural. It is the radical

transformation of life which has been caused by the greatest

explosion of human knowledge in the history of the human race. We

are looking deeper than ever before into the mysteries of the human

mind within us. And, outside ourselves, we are exploring the

farthest fringes of galaxies of stars. Galaxies are so unimaginably

distant that we have to invent new words to measure the space

between the stars and earth. Only a few years ago I didn't

know what a "googol" is? I didn't know that it is a mathematical

term which originally meant a 1 with a million zeroes written after

it. A 1 with a million zeroes! And have you ever heard of a

"googol -plex" ? That's a 1 with a "googol" of zeroes--a million

times a million zeroes- -after it. That is the way our expanding,

changing universe keeps stretching our little human minds as we try

to think God's thoughts after Him.

Now in the face of all this dizzying change, what is our

Christian response? With some people-- and many Christians have

been among them-- the first reaction to change is negative. For



the longest time there were Christians who still insisted that the

world must be square and flat, not round, because the Bible spoke

poetically of "the four corners of the earth". Must all Christians

be like that?

Of course not. Our faith is not against change. We do not

worship the past, even the religious past. In fact our God demands

change, which is why we have a New Testament supplementing and

fulfilling the Old Testament. The truth is that the Bible's

definition of a Christian is that he or she is one who has been

changed. "If anyone is in Christ", says Paul in II Cor. 5:17, "he

is a new creature; the old has passed away; behold the new has

come"

.

The Christian is not one who clings to the past. We

belong in the future; we move forward not backward. We are to be

like St Paul, who said, "Forgetting what lies behind and straining

forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the

prize of the upward call of God in Jesus Christ." (Phil: 3: 13-14) .

II. But there is another very important fact about

change that the Christian must also recognize. Not all change is

to be welcomed. Some things should not change .

From the Christian point of view, change in itself is

neutral. Whether it is good or bad depends not on the fact of

change, and not even on the desirability of change. We must have

some standard beyond the change itself, by which we can judge the

change. What is our standard of judging whether a change is good

or bad? I think you already know. For the Christian, of course,

the standard is the Word of God, the Bible.

What is wrong with so many of us is that we cannot seem

to tell the difference between change for the better and change for

the worse? Why do we make so many wrong choices?

Let me tell you a story I heard from my professor long

ago in college. He was a biology professor. He said he had heard

about a scientist who was studying crabs, [[those sea creatures

with shells and claws that live on the bottom of the sea] ] . He

found that one kind of crab has as its organ of balance, not

something in the ear like human beings, but a small hollow cavity



just beneath their shells. In this cavity, it places of few grains

of sand every time it sheds its old shell and grows a new one.

Then as it scuttles around the sea-bottom, the grains of sand roll

around in the cavity, which is lined with many nerve endings and is

very sensitive. The crab feels the sand shift and can tell by the

feel whether it is standing straight up or is about to fall over.

Now one day a biologist at the University of Minnesota

took some of those crabs just as they were shedding their shells

and put iron filings instead of sand in the cavity. He then put

them back in the tank, and when the new shells had grown on,

suddenly held a large electro-magnet over them. And sure enough,

just as he expected, those crazy crabs turned flat on their backs

and waved their claws helplessly in the air. In obedience to the

sudden shifting of the iron filings they adjusted themselves to the

pull of the magnet instead of to the pull of gravity. They were

standing on their heads but thought they were right side up!

We are just as foolish as those crabs if we think we can

make the right choice for the future in a changing world without

the right standard. Until you and I have found God in Jesus

Christ, we too are upside down and do not know it. We see things

upside down and backwards. We are adjusted not to things as they

are, but to things as we think they are, which is quite another

matter. God is to the universe as gravity is to matter. He and He

alone determines what is up and down, right and wrong. So take

away God, and it is no wonder that people make wrong choices, and

cannot tell the difference between a good change and a bad change.

How then do we get straightened out? The obvious answer

is to break away from the false center, the magnet, to the true

center, which is Jesus Christ. That is not always easy though.

There is that within the heart of men and women like us, which like

the iron filings in the crabs keeps pulling us around to the wrong,

self-centered choice. And besides, we don't want to break away.

The crabs felt fine there in the tank even though they were upside

down. They didn't feel upside down; they only felt the pull of the

false magnet. It is not easy to break away from that kind of

pull

.



First we must get rid of the iron filings. And the Bible

calls these things which turn us apart to strange gods, which turn

us upside down, which deceive us into wrong choices- -the Bible

calls them "sin".

But the Bible also tells us the solution, the cure.

There is a way to overcome the power of sin, and the way, of

course, is Jesus Christ as know Him through the Scriptures. You

see, the story of the crabs doesn't quite fit the picture when we

try to apply it to human beings. We are not crabs. Poor things,

they didn't have any choice. But we do. We can turn away from sin

to the pull of a greater magnet, electric with power, the

compelling magnetic love of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Then, anyone who believes, will begin to see things not as we think

they are, and not as we feel they are, not even as we want them to

be, but as they really are. We will then be ready for all the

great choices of the future in our wonderfully changing world.

Too often the world changes in the wrong way. And,

unfortunately, so do we. We say, "I don't want to change. We say

I'm ok; you're ok; and the world- -well what can we do about the

whole world? But Jesus Christ says, "Wait, you can change . I'll

change you " . It's a promise. You can change. And then, the

unchanging Christ tells his people who are willing to follow him,

that with Him, you can help begin to change the world. The Bible

says, "By faith you can move mountains."

I want to close with this challenge. If by faith you can

move mountains, why can't you by faith do something about tsunamis ?

And the best thing you can begin to do now is to begin by helping

those who have suffered most- -in Indonesia, Ceylon and Thailand.

You can still save lives. You can help people who have lost

everything. You bring comfort to children who have lost their

parents, and parents who are heart-broken about losing their little

ones. Give them a hope to live for, and a chance to believe that

there is hope beyond this "worst of New Years".

Years ago once, a very great missionary in my father's

generation, Adoniram Judson of Burma, saw his whole pioneer mission

fall apart. He was slammed into jail and tortured, and people at



home, after he had barely survived, asked whether there was any

hope at all for the future of the mission in Burma. He simply

repled, "The future is as bright as all the promises of God."

Don't forget that every New Year also has a new Christmas. So

believe the promise, the Savior is still here, and with Jesus, the

Savior of the World, you can begin to turn this "worst of New

Years" into as Happy a New Year for as many as you possibly can.

JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME, YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER

Samuel Hugh Moffett
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Samuel H. Moffett

HOW TO LIVE IN CHANGING TIMES (II)
(6tK>ar f 3-

"Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever"
(Hebrews 13:8)

.

This is the year when everything changed. It was the

year^when a Desert Storm saved the Middle East from Saddam

Hussein. It was the year when the two Koreas shook hands after

forty years of a war that didn’t end when they stopped fighting.

It was the year when South Africa declared an end to apartheid.

And most incredible of all, it was the year when what we called

"the evil empire" crumbled, and communists stopped lying about

their great success.

And yet, in spite of all these wonderful changes, I am

going to take as my text a verse from the Bible that is so old-

fashioned as to suggest that sometimes what is unchangeable is

more important than the things that change. It is from the

Letter to the Hebrews, 13:8, "Jesus Christ is the same

yesterday, today and tomorrow".

The world keeps changing, but Jesus, the Son of God

never changes. So if you want to learn how to live in a changing

world, look to Jesus. If you want to find security in the midst

of recessions and uncertainties and chaos, look to Jesus. If you WW
long^f^r peace in a world of war, look to Jesus. "He is the

same, yesterday, today and forever."

Don't read too much, however, into this contrast I am

making beween our fast-changing times and the unchanging Christ.

It is not a negative contrast—as if a vote for Jesus is a vote
Y

against change. As if we have to choose one of the other—the

exciting world of change which is all around us, the bright,

wide new world of the future on the one hand, and on the other

the same dreary old world of the Christians where nothing ever

changes and we are always bound down by what so many people tell

us are the worn-out rules and restrictions of the church.



Nothing could be farther from the truth. Christian

faith doesn't pit the past against the future, the status quo

against progress and change. So I want to speak today about

change and not change . Here are three points I want to make

about the Christian attitude toward change:

1. Change is a fact of life. The Christian welcomes it.
2. But change in itself is neutral. It can be change for

the good, or change for the bad. The Christian does
not worship "change".

3. Some things do not change, and the Christian should learn
the difference between what should be changed, and what
should not be changed.

I. First, change is a fact of life . Let me make a

prediction with a 100% chance of being true. Things are going to

change in this new year of ours, 1992. Things always do change.

If you don't believe that think about the difference between

Philadelphia today, and what it was like in your father's or

grandfather's day, back when B^n^xa-nki^n on top of City Hall was

still the highest thing on the Philadelphia skyline. Or look at

where I come from, Seoul, Korea. Back when my father first

entered the city a hundred years ago, Seoul had a population of
K 'I

about 125,000. Today it holds 10 and a half or 11 million
K

people, which is nearly as many as the entire population of the

huge state of Pennsylvania. Change is a fact of life.

But such changes are only the surface changes. The

real revolution in this ever changing world is much deeper. It

is the radical transformation of life which has been caused by

the greatest expansion of knowledge in the history of the human

race. We are looking deeper than ever before inside us, into the

smallest, tiniest complex mysteries of the cells in the human

brain. And we are looking ever farther outside ourselves

—

farther and farther into the vast mysteries of the nebulae on the

outer fringes of our universe.

Do you know what a googol is? It is a numeral one with

a million zeroes written after it. We have to use that kind of a

mathematical figure to measure the distance between the stars.

But even that is too small for this immense universe. Have you

ever heard of a googol-plex? That is a one with a googol of



zeroes after it. I have a hard time keeping up with all this

change. I still have trouble with a little thing like the

difference between counting by thousands (three zeroes after one )

like Americans, and counting by ten thousands (four zeroes after

one ) like Koreans.

What, then, are we going to do about, we Christians.

Are we for or against change?

II. Well, my second point is that chancre is neutral .

The Christian doesn't have to be against change. We don't resent

it; we accept it. We have to. It pours in on us. Whether we

like it or not, the world is going to change.

With some people, of course—and many Christians are

like them—the first reaction is to be against change. They see

it as a threat to the old, and the comfortable, and the familiar.

That is a dangerous reaction. I once heard a professor tell how-

-not so many years ago—how he marked one of his students wrong

on an examination paper for saying that the atom could be split.

The professor was sure the student was wrong, but science changes

too, you know. In those days science declared that the atom was

the smallest particle of matter and so could not be split. But

that same professor lived to see the day when the student he said

was wrong, went on to become one of the scientists who eventually

did split the atom. Christians too should be ready to admit that

things do change?

Our faith is not against change. Even the church

changes. Fifty years ago one of the main criticisms of the

communist world was that Christianity is a white man's religion.

It isn't any more. About ten years ago, sometime in the year

1981, for the first time in 1200 years we discovered that there

are now more Christians who are not white, like me, but of other

colors, like most of you. The churches in Africa, Latin America

and Asia are the fastest growing churches in the world. This is

one of the most important changes of our time. The world church

no longer belongs to the white man. Christians are black and

white, yellow and brown, all one in Christ, who is the same



yesterday, today and forever.

So we do not worship an unchanging past, not even the

religious past. In fact, our Christian God demands change, which

is why we have a New Testament, supoplementing and fulfiling the

Old Testament. As a matter of fact, the Bible's definition of a

Christian is that he or she is one who has been changed . "If

anyone is in Christ", says Paul, he is a new creature; the old

has passed away; behold the new has come." (II Cor. 5:17).

Ill . But my third point is that some things do not

chance; and the most important thing in every man or woman's life

is to learn which things shoud be changed and which should not .

Those who can't see the difference, and choose wrong

changes—like drugs, or the wrong kind of sex, or a racist view

of society—these people the Bible calls "fools" (Rom. 1:22).

What is wrong with us human beings that we have such a hard time

seeing the difference between change for the good and change for

the worse?

Let me tell you a story which may throw some light on

the problem. In college I learned about a kind of crab which has

as its organ of balance a small, hollow cavity just beneath its

shell. As it grows and sheds its shell, this kind of crab places

a few grains of sand in that cavity, and when it walks about, the

sand rolls around the nerve-lined cavity and tells the crab if it

is standing straight, or tilting and about to fall over. Now one

day a biologist took several of them as the were shedding their

shells, and before they could grow new ones, he put into their

cavities little grains of iron filings instead of grains of sand.

Then one day, when the new shells had grown back on again, he

suddenly held over them a great electro-magnet. And sure enough,

just as he expected, those crazy crabs turned flat on their backs

and waved their claws in the air. In obedience to the sudden

shifting of the iron filings, the crabs adjusted themselves to

the pull of the magnet instead of to the pull of gravity. They

were standing on their heads, but thinking all the while that

they were right side up.



Now what I am saying is this. We are just as foolish

as those crabs if we think we can make the right choices for the

future in this changing world without a believable standard of

what is up and what is down, what is right and what is wrong.

But until you and I have found Jesus Christ we are just like

those crabs. We are upside down and don't know it. We are

adjusted to things as we think they are, and not to things as

they really are.

But where do we find that standard of what is right and

wrong. We Christians believe that God is to the universe which

he created, what gravity is to the world of matter. God alone

decides what is up and down, right and wrong. So take away God

and it is no wonder that so many people choose what is wrong.

So God in his great love for us, fools and sinners that

we are, sent his only Son, Jesus Christ to save us, to take the

iron filings of sin our of our lives, and set us on the straight

path. We are not crabs. We can turn away from the pull of sin

which like the iron filings pulls us astray, and we can turn to

the pull of a greater magnet, more powerful than electricity, the

compelling love of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world.

Someone has pointed out that the early Christians

didn't sit around wringing their hands and complaining about how

the world was changing all around them. They didn't groan, "Look

what the world is coming to." No, ever since that first

Christmas what Christians have been saying is not "Look what the

world is coming to", but "Look what has come to the world!"

He is "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and

forever", Lord of the past, Lord of the present, and Lord of all

our futures". Which is why I can say to you today, and really

mean it: Happy New Year!

tw L, J i M '!w f y-h/W/v-



FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE!

My roving eye recently ran across these statistics about the body. We each have
billions of cells, and in every single cell there is DNA. This DNA is in a tightly coiled form; if it

were straightened out it would be five feet long. If all the DNA in a single body could be
stretched out and laid end to end, there would be more than enough to reach to the sun and back
200 times. Each single strand of DNA has about 100,000 genes.

If we wanted to see clearly the atoms that make up the DNA molecule, with the naked
eye, and so observe its structure, we would have to magnify it so that a hydrogen atom would be

about the size of a pinhead. On that scale, the atoms of Nitrogen, Carbon, and Oxygen would be

the size of the pearls you find in a chain worn by little girls. A Phosphorus atom would be just a

bit larger, but still a bit smaller than the average green pea. On this scale, the DNA molecule

would be over 100 miles long. And there is one coiled tightly inside every single cell in your

body. Wonderfully made? We need a stronger word.



“Children in the House,” a

history of things used by and

on children. Page 21
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By John Noble Wilford

T
HREE times in this century

the map of the world has

been redrawn both meta-
phorically and literally. The

Treaty of Versailles at the end of

World War I created new countries

and boundaries out of the ruins of

the Austrian, German, Ottoman
and Russian empires. In the after-

math of World War II came more
changes in Eastern Europe and the

Middle East, as well as in the multi-

tude of postcolonial nations reshap-

ing maps of Africa and Asia. Now,
with the reunification of Germany,
the collapse of the Soviet Union and
its system of satellite nations, and
the disintegration of Yugoslavia,

events have once again sent cartog-

raphers back to their drafting ta-

bles and publishers back to press.

The results are thoroughly , re-

vised editions of the major world

atlases. That they are being issued

now can be interpreted as a vote of

confidence by publishers in the pros-

pects for a period of geographical

stability. It may simply be a calcu-

lated risk taken in response to mar-
keting imperatives. Who would lteep

buying maps showing a" divided Ger-

many or a city named Leningrad,

except perhaps someone banking on

their future antiquarian value along-

side those curiosities marking the

existence of New Amsterdam or the

Holy Roman Empire?
In either case, the past few years

have been “a map maker’s night-

mare,” in the words of John F.

Shupe, chief cartographer of the

National Geographic Society. But
upon awakening, map makers have
succeeded- admirably in catching
up with events. The publishers have
also seized this opportunity to call

attention to the considerable im-
provements being made in the art

and science of cartography.
It was a similar convergence of

geographical turmoil and advances
in cartography that led to world
atlases as a publishing innovation

some 400 years ago. Europe’s map
makers, shaken out of their former-
ly cloistered ways, were struggling

to keep up with the deeds of explor-
ers. By the second half of the 16th

century, the discoveries had whet-

Continued on page 20

John Noble Wilford, who writes
about science for The New York
Times, is the author of “The
Mapmakers.”
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Samuel H. Moffett

HOW TO LIVE IN CHANGING TIMES (II)

"For everything there is a season. . . a time to be born and a

time to die. . a time to weep and a time to laught. . a time for
war and a time for peace". (Ecclesiastes 3:l-2,4 / 8).

"Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever"
(Hebrews 13:8).

This is the year when everything changed. Historians

will be telling us for years to come that 1991 was the year that

turned the world upside down. It was the year when a Desert

Storm saved the Middle East from Saddam Hussein and gave that

troubled part of the world the first glimmers of hope for peace. fct>

It was the year when the two Koreas shook hands after forty years

of a war that didn't end when they stopped fighting. It was the

year when South Africa declared an end to apartheid. And most

incredible of all, it was the year when what we called "the evil

empire" crumbled, and communists stopped lying about success, and

Russia is asking its old enemy, Uncle Sam, for help instead of

calling us imperialists. The whole world changed! All in one

short year.

Then why in these days of exhilarating, liberating
a*\

change a«d I going to take as my New Testament text a verse from

the Bible that is so old-fashioned as to suggest that sometimes

what is unchangeable is more important than the things that

change. It is from the Letter to the Hebrews, 13:8, "Jesus

Christ is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow".

The world keeps changing, but Jesus, the Son of God

never changes. The world was changing around that baby in

Bethlehem as fast and as dangerously as our world is changing

around us. But Jesus never changes. So if you want to learn how

to live in a changing world, look to Jesus. If you want to find

security in the midst of recessions and uncertainties and chaos,

look to Jesus. If you long for peace in a world of war, look to

Jesus. "He is the same, yesterday, today and forever."



Don't read too much, however, into this contrast I am

making beween our fast-changing times and the unchanging Christ.

It is not a negative contrast—as if a vote for Jesus is a vote

against change. As if we have to choose one of the other—the

exciting world of change which is all around us and ahead of us,

the bright, wide new world of the future on the one hand, and on

the other the same dreary old world of the Christians where

nothing ever changes and we are always bound down by what so many

people tell us are the worn-out rules and restrictions of the

church and the Sunday School.

Nothing could be farther from the truth. Christian

faith doesn't pit the past against the future, the status quo

against progress and change. In fact, one of the very first

criticisms levelled against the early Christians was that they

were too revolutionary. They were changing things too fast.

They were called the people who turn the world upside down. And

yet, they said of their Lord, "Jesus Christ is the same

yesterday, today and tomorrow". A strange paradox.

So I want to speak today about change and not change .

Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle would say, "becoming", and

"being", instead of "changing" and 'not changing". Here are

three points I want to make about the Christian attitude toward

change

:

1. Change is a fact of life. The Christian welcomes it.
2. But change in itself is neutral. It can be change for

the good, or change for the bad. The Christian does
not worship "change".

3. Some things do not change, and the Christian should learn
the difference between what should be changed, and what
should not be changed.

I. First, change is a fact of life . Let me make a

prediction with a 100% chance of being true. My prediction is

this. 1992 is going to be different from 1991. Things are going

to change next year. They always do. If you don't believe that

thank about the difference between Philadelphia today, and what

it was like in your father's or grandfather's day, back when Ben

Franklin on top of City Hall was still the highest thing on the

Philadelphia skyline. Or look at where I come from, Seoul,



Korea. Back when my father first entered the city a hundred

years ago, Seoul had a population of not much more than about

150,000. Today it holds 10 and a half or 11 million people,

which is nearly as many as the entire population of the huge

state of Pennsylvania. Back then there were tigers in the hills

of Seoul; today there are only high rise apartments. Change is a

fact of life.

But such changes are only the surface changes. The

real revolution in this ever changing world is much deeper. It

is the radical transformation of life which has been caused by

the greatest expansion of knowledge in the history of the human

race. We are looking deeper than ever before inside us, into the

smallest, tiniest complex mysteries of the cells in the human

brain. And we are looking ever farther outside ourselves

—

farther and farther into the vast mysteries of the nebulae on the

outer fringes of our universe.

Do you know what a qooqol is? It is a numeral one with

a million zeroes written after it. We have to use that kind of a

mathematical figure to measure the distance between the stars.

But even that is too small for this immense universe. Have you

ever heard of a qooqol-plex? That is a one with a qooqol of

zeroes after it. I have a hard time keeping up with all this

change. I still have trouble with a little thing like the

difference between counting by thousands (three zeroes after one )

like Americans, and counting by ten thousands (four zeroes after

one ) like Koreans. My head spins with all the changes we have to

keep track of.

What, then, are we going to do about, we Christians.

Are we for or against change?

II. Well, my second point is that change is neutral .

The Christian doesn't have to be against change. We don't resent

it; we accept it. We have to. It pours in on us. Whether we

like it or not, the world is going to change. Let me say it

again, 1992 is going to be different from 1991.

With some people, of course—and many Christians are



like them—the first reaction is to be against change. They see

it as a threat to the old, and the comfortable, and the familiar.

That is a dangerous reaction. I once heard a professor tell

how—not so many years ago—how he marked one of his students

wrong on an examination paper for saying that the atom could be

split. The professor was sure the student was wrong, but science

changes too, you know. In those days science declared that the

atom was the smallest particle of matter and so could not be

split. So he marked the student wrong, and then that student of

his went on to become one of the scientists who eventually did

split the atom. Professors like me, I am sorry to say, don't

like to be proved wrong. Like so many we tend to resist change.

But do we have to be like that? Shoujldn't Christians always be

ready to admit that things do change?

Of course we should. Our faith is not against change.

We do not worship the past, not even the religious past. In

fact, our Christian God demands change, which is why we have a NT
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of course, the professor maraked the student's answer as wrong.

But that same student went on to become one of the men who helped

to split the atom. He proved that his professor was wrong, and

that's a sin, surely. Most professors I know, including me, don't

like to be proved wrong, and professor are sometimes more resistant

to change than students. But do we have to be like that?

Shouldn't Christians also be ready to admit that things do change.

Of course. Our faith is not against change. We do not

worship the past, not even the religious past. In fact, our

Christian God demands change, which is why we have a New Testament,

supplementing and fulfilling the Old Testament. As a matter of

fact, the Bible's definition of a Christian is that he is one who

has been changed . "If anyone is in Christ", says Paul in II

Corinthians 5:17, "he is a new creature; the old has passed away;

behold the new has come."

III. But my third point is that some things do not

change; and the most important thing in every man or woman's life

is to find which things should be changed, and which things should

never be changed.

The Bible is quite blunt about the fact that there are

choices which change life just as easily for the bad as for the

good. Those who fail to see the difference, those who choose the

wrong kind of changes— like drugs, or the wrong kind of sex, or the

wrong world view—those people the Bible calls "fools". "They

became fools," wrote Paul to the Romans, "and changed the glory of

the unchanging God into an image made like changing (corruptible)

man". (Rom. 1:22 f.)

What is wrong with us human beings that we have such a

hard time seeing the difference between change for the good and

change for the worse? Let me tell you a story which may throw some

light on the problem.

In college, in a biology course, I learned about some

experiments which were being made on a certain kind of crab. These

crabs had as their organ of balance a small, hollow cavity just

beneath their shells. In this cavity that particular kind of crab



places a few grains of sand, and as it walks about, the grains of

sand roll around in the nerve-lined hollow cavity and tell it if it

is standing straight up on all its legs, or whether it is tilting

and about to fall over. Now one day a biologist at the University

of Minnesota decided to try an experiment with those crabs. He

took several of them just as they were shedding their shells, which

they do as they grow older and change in size. And when they had

thrown off the old shells, and before they could grow new ones, he

put in their cavities, those sensitive organs of balance, little

pieces of iron filings instead of grains of sand. Then he put them

back in a special tank, and one day, when their new shells had

grown back on again, he crept up to the tank and suddenly held

over it a great electro-magnet. And sure enough, just as he

expected, those crazy crabs turned flat on their backs and waved

their claws in the air. In obedience to the sudden shifting of the

iron filings, the crabs adjusted themselves to the pull of the

magnet instead of to the pull of gravity. They were standing on

their heads, but thinking all the while that they were right side

up.

Now, what I'm saying is this. We are just as foolish as

those crabs if we think that we can make the right choices for the

future in this changing world without a believable standard of what

is up and what is down, what is right and what is wrong.

Until you and I have found Jesus Christ we are just like

those crabs. We are upside down and don't know it. We see things

upside down and backwards. We are adjusted not to things as they

are, but to things as we think they are, which is quite another

matter. But where, then, are we going to find the standard of what

is up and down, right and wrong?

I'll tell you what we Christians believe. God is to the

universe which he created, as gravity is to matter; and God alone

decides what is up and down, right and wrong. So take away God,

and it is no wonder that so many people make so many wrong choices.

No wonder that they cannot tell the difference between a good

change and a bad change.



So God in his great love for us, fools and sinners that

we are, sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to save us, to take the

iron filings of sin out of our lives, and lift us up, and set us

straight on the right path, and keep us from falling, and keep us

going on. Sin, like the iron filings, tugs at us and tries to pull

us off balance, into the wrong paths.

But we are not crabs. Poor things, they didn't have any

choice. But we do. We can turn away from sin to the pull of a

greater nagnet, electric with power, the compelling, magnetic love

of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, the Saviour of the world.

Someone has pointed out (I don't remember where I read

it) , that the early Christians didn't sit around moaning and

wringing their hands about the world, saying "Look what the world

is coming to." No that's not what they said. Ever since that

first Christmas what Christians have been saying is, not "Look what

the world is coming to", but "Look what has come to the world." He

is "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever", Lord of

the past, Lord of the present, and Lord of all our futures.

And that's why I can say today, and really mean it: Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year!

That's why I can say and mean it: Merry Christmas and a

Happy New year.



HOW TO LIVE IN A CHANGING WORLD
Hebrews 13:8

How much the world has changed in the last hundred years.

This has been a century of the most radical and most sweeping

changes in all of human history. Scientists tell us that in the

last fifty years (just half of those hundred years)
, since the atom

was first split in 1940, to the beginnings of the end of the 20th

century, human history has advanced as far as from the day man

first discovered how to make fire to the day of the first steam

locomotive. (Xn. Century, 11/19/47, updated) . Almost every year

of that half century has brought another technological

breakthrough- -the jet engine, open-heart surgery, the landing on

the moon, television, atomic energy, DNA and its secrets of

genetics, and the list goes on and on. Think of what just one

little electronic machine, the computer, has done to add to the

speed of our pursuit of knowledge.

And yet, in the midst of all the excitement and encouragements

of these changes, I think that the most important text for

Christians in this changing world may well be a verse from the

Bible that was one of my father's favorite texts. Heb . 13:8:

"Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever.". The

world changes. Christ does not. He is still the Rock and the

anchor of our souls.

But first let me warn you not to make too much of a contrast

between this changing world, and the Christian's unchanging Christ.

It is not a negative contrast. A decision for Jesus Christ is not

a decision against change. You do not have to choose one or the

other. You can welcome all that is good in the exciting world of

change all about you. You do not have to live in the prison of the

past. You do not have to live in a separate dreary, unexciting

Christian world where nothing must ever change, and where we must

always follow the same old tired patterns of the life we inherited

from our ancestors.

Nothing could be farther from the truth. The Christian faith

does not put the past against the future, the status quo against



progress and change. In fact, one of the very first criticisms

levelled against the early Christians was that they were too

revolutionary, that they were changing things too fast. They were

called "the people who turn the world upside down" . No, the

Christian faith is not against change. It freely and happily

accepts the fact that the world is a changing world, and has to be

a changing world.

So let me today suggest three points concerning the Christian

attitude toward change:

1. Change is a fact of life. The Christian welcomes it.

2. But change in itself is neutral. The Christian does

not worship change

.

3. Some things do not and must not change, and the

Christian must know the difference between what

should be changed and what should not.

I. My first point is that change is a fact of life. The

Christian does not resent change; he does not retreat from it. He

accepts it. Whether we like it or not, the world is going to keep

on changing.

If you do not believe that, look at the city of Seoul. When

my father first saw Seoul a hundred and twelve years ago, there

were tigers in the hills outside the city walls. Once in a while

a postman carrying mail out to where Yonsei and Ewha Universities

now stand was carried off and eaten by a tiger. Today there are no

tigers in Seoul's hills, just apartments. Back then when my father

first came into Seoul from Mapo through the old West Gate, the

entire population of the city was about 150,000 people. Today just

the annual increase of Seoul's population is greater than that.

There were a little over 50 westerners in Seoul then, mostly

European diplomats, and the tallest commercial buildings in town

were a row of long warehouses, two stories high near the Posingak

bell which still marks the center of the city. There were almost

no women in the streets in those days. But at eight o'clock in the

evening the great bell sounded and from then until midnight the

streets were reserved for the women and the men had to stay out of



sight

.

As for Christians. In 1890 there were only between 100 and

200 baptized Protestants in the whole peninsula, north and south.

There were two tiny organized churches, one Presbyterian, one

Methodist. A white curtain down the middle of the sanctuary

separated the men from the women at worship, and when the first

woman convert asked to be baptized, nobody knew quite how to do it.

For a man to touch a woman who was not his wife, in public, was

out of the question. This is how they finally did it. They cut a

round hole in the curtain, and the woman brought the top of her

head up to the hole on one side of the curtain, and the missionary

on the other side dipped his hand in the water and baptized the

hair on top of her head!

That was the way things were back in 1890. How things

have changed. And they will keep on changing. 24 years ago

sociologists told us that in the year 2000, Seoul would have ten

million people. Now it is 2002 and Seoul's population is over

twelve million people. In the past 600 years the population of

Seoul has grown 110 times. Change keeps rushing in on us.

But all that is only surface change. The real revolution

is deeper. The real revolution is the radical transformation of

life which has been caused by the greatest explosion of knowledge

in the history of the human race. We are looking deeper than ever

before into the mysteries of the human mind within us, and, outside

ourselves, we are exploring the farthest fringes of galaxies of

stars which are so unimaginably distant that we have to invent new

words to measure the space between. Do you know what a "googol"

is? I'm not talking about a search engine on the internet. The

googol I'm referring to is a 1 with a million zeroes written after

it. A 1 with a million zeroes! And have you ever heard of a

"googol -plex" ? That's a 1 with a "googol" of zeroes--a million

times a million zeroes - -after it. That is the way our expanding,

changing universe keeps stretching our little human minds as we try

to think God's thoughts after Him.

Now in the face of all this dizzying change, what is our

Christian response? With some people, and many Christians have



been among them, the first reaction to change is negative. For the

longest time there were Christians who still insisted that the

world must be square and flat, not round, because the Bible spoke

poetically of "the four corners of the earth" . Must all Christians

be like that?

Of course not. Our faith is not against change. We do

not worship the past. In fact, our God demands change, which is

why we have a New Testament supplementing and fulfilling the Old

Testament. The truth is that the Bible's definition of a Christian

is that he or she is one who has been changed. "If anyone is in

Christ", says Paul in II Cor. 5:17, "that person is a new creature;

the old has passed away; behold the new has come".

The Christian is not one who clings to the past. The

Christian belongs in the future; we move forward not backward. We

are to be like St Paul, who said, "Forgetting what lies behind and

straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal

for the prize of the upward call of God in Jesus Christ." (Phil: 3:

13-14) .

II. But there is another very important fact about

change that the Christian must also recognize. Not all change is

to be welcomed. Some things should not change .

From the Christian point of view change in itself is

neutral. Whether it is good or bad depends not on the fact of

change, and not even on the desirability of change. We must have

some standard beyond the change itself, by which we can judge the

change. What is our standard of judging whether a change is good

or bad? I think you already know. For the Christian, of course,

the standard is the Word of God.

What is wrong with so many of us that we cannot seem to

tell the difference between change for the good and change for the

bad? Why do we make so many wrong choices?

Let me tell you a story I heard from my professor long

ago in college. He was a biology professor. He said he had heard

about a scientist who was studying crabs, those sea creatures with

shells and claws that live on the bottom of the sea. He found that



one kind of crab has as its organ of balance, not something in the

ear like human beings, but a small hollow cavity just beneath its

shell. That kind of crab places a few grains of sand every time it

sheds its old shell and grows a new one. Then, as it scuttles

around the sea-bottom, the grains of sand roll around in the

cavity, which is lined with many nerve endings and is very

sensitive. The crab feels the sand touching the nerves and can tell

by the feel of the earth's gravity whether it is standing straight

up or is about to fall over. Now, one day a biologist at the

University of Minnesota took some of those crabs just as they were

shedding their shells and put iron filings instead of sand in the

cavity. He then put them back in the tank, and when the new shells

had grown on, he suddenly held a large electro-magnet over them.

And sure enough, just as he expected, those crazy crabs turned flat

on their backs and waved their claws helplessly in the air. In

obedience to the sudden shifting of the iron filings they adjusted

themselves to the pull of the magnet instead of to the pull of

gravity. They were standing on their heads but thought they were

right side up!

We are just as foolish as those crabs if we think we can make

the right choice for the future in a changing world without the

right standard. Until you and I have found God in Jesus Christ, we

too are upside down and do not know it. We see things upside down

and backwards. We are adjusted, not to things as they are, but to

things as we think they are, which is quite another matter. God is

to the universe as gravity is to matter. God and God alone

determines what is up and down, right and wrong. So if you take

away God, it is no wonder that people make wrong choices and cannot

tell the difference between a good change and a bad change.

How then do we get straightened out? The obvious answer is to

break away from the false center, the magnets of this world, to the

true center, which is Jesus Christ. That is not always easy,

though. There is that within the heart of man which, like the iron

filings in the crabs keeps pulling us around to the wrong, self-

centered choice. And besides, we don't want to break away. The

crabs felt fine there in the tank even though they were upside



down. They didn't feel upside down; they only felt the pull of the

false magnet.

It is not easy to break away from that kind of pull.

First we must get rid of the iron filings. And the Bible calls the

things which turn us apart to strange gods and turn us upside down,

deceiving us into wrong choices--the Bible calls them "sin".

You see, the story of the crabs doesn't quite fit the

picture when we try to apply it to human beings. We are not crabs.

Poor things, they didn't have any choice. But we do. We can turn

away from sin to the pull of a greater magnet, electric with power,

the compelling magnetic love of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.

Then, anyone who believes, will begin to see things not as we think

they are, and not as we feel they are, but as they really are. We

will then be ready for all the great choices of the future in our

changing world.

My father came here one hundred and twelve years ago. I

am sure there are some things he would not like very much about how

things have changed since his day. He probably wouldn't like the

traffic jams, the money madness, and the great tragedy that has

split this wonderful country in two. He would pray as earnestly

with us for Korean reunification, north and south, as he worked for

Korean independence in the sam-il undonq. But there is also so

much that would make him very pleased and proud. I know his heart

would rejoice at the stories of the Korean martyrs who died rather

than betray their Lord. He would be amazed and happy to find that

instead of the two little churches he found in Seoul in 1890, there

are perhaps as many as 8,000 (?) churches in this city today. He

would rejoice that Korea now has millions of Christians who

faithfully worship the Lord and seek to obey him in daily living.

By some counts there seem now to be as many Presbyterians in Korea

as there are in the United States.

But above all, he would thank God to find that the Jesus

Christ whom he loved and served for forty-six years in this land is

the same risen Jesus who lives in your hearts and minds to this

day. Korea has greatly changed. And you and your parents and



grandparents have lived and suffered through all its many changes.

But you have also discovered that in the midst of change there is

that which changes not: Jesus Christ, Lord of the past and the

present, and also Lord of Korea's future. "Jesus Christ is the

same, yesterday, today and forever".

Samuel Hugh Moffett
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The Rev. Purnell Bailey

Bread of Life
'T’HE PLUS and minus sign of life was well stated by C.E.

Montague, the Manchester journalist:

“What a fallacy it is to say all experience is good, that a
young man ought to taste everything that comes his way. Diddled
by this stale figure of speech, many a young man has entered on
a life of dissipation, got drunk, done everything, stained his youth,
not realizing that experience, like mathematics, has two signs

—

plus and minus. There are some experiences that do not enrich,
they merely diminish. There are some experiences that make for

loss and not gain. After some experiences, life is so coarsened and
insensitized that they cut out the highest reaches of love and
ambition.”

The plus side was described once by George Bernard Shaw.
“This is the true joy of life,” he said, “the being used for a larger
purpose than oneself, not a quivering mass of little ailments and
complaints, but the instrument through which purpose, meaning
and truth grows and is manifest.”

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. (I Thess. 5:21)




